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STOPPING ON THE ENDS OF WORDS 
     STOPPING WITH DELETION  
  

Stopping with deletion can be in three cases the way we read (Hafs 'an Aasim by the way of Ash-Shatibiyyah).  
 

1.  The dhammah and kasrah tanween are dropped, or deleted in pronunciation when 
stopping.  The saakinah of the tanween is what is deleted.  This is exemplified in the 

words of Allah the Exalted:  ۥإ ِ ِٞ لقَرۥۡءَانِ  نَّهُ م ََر  الواقعة٧٧ِِ  

 
 2.  The lengthening of the vowel of .  The silah lengthening of  is deleted (dropped) when 
stopping whether the lengthening was a or a  as when stopping at the end of                

ةٍِ مثۡقاَلَِ معَۡمَلِۡفمََنِ   مرََه ۥ خَمۡرٗاذَره
 
3.  The extra ya’ for those who establish them when continuing.  This occurs only once the 

way we read (ٞحفصِعنِعاص), and that is in the word  in surah An-Naml: ِ ۦَ فمََا ۥِ ءَاتىَٰن  ِخَمۡرِ  ٱللّه  
 When stopping on this word, there are two ways that are allowed by .  One of these 
ways is by deleting the ماء   , the other allowable way is by keeping theما ء 
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STOPPING WITH SUBSTITUTION  
There are two cases of stopping with 

The first case consists of the following three types of tanween. 
 
1. The tanween with a fat-h, no matter if the alif is written with it or not, as in  : 

ِ نِومؤت  ممٗا أجَۡرًا لهدۥنَُّۡۥِم  40٠النساء  عَظ   

2.  The tanween in all alif maqsoora, no matter what their conjugation, since they 
are all written with a fat-h. Examples can be found in  

ذَا ِِهَٰ ٍٞ ِّقوَْ ِوَهۥدًىِوَرَحْمَةٌِل    الجاثيةموۥق نَّوۥنَِبصََائ رۥِل لنَّهاس 
3.   Stopping on the utterance of  ًِإذا  when it has a tanween, as in: 
 

ِۡٞ ِٞۡ أَ نَِِلهَۥ ِمِّ  مب  ذٗا ٱلۡمۥلۡكِ نَّصَ  ِِفإَ  النساء ٥٣نَّقَ مرًاِِٱلنَّهاسَِ مؤۥۡتوۥنَِلَّه  
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The second case 
 
This case consists of   that is at the end of a singular noun, as in: 

ِرَبِّ كَِِإ لىَِٰ ٱدۡعِۥ مَةِ سَب مل  َۡ ظَةِ   ب ٱلۡح  ِ  وَٱلۡمَوۡع 
125النحل   ٱلۡحَسَنَّةَ   

 In this case the ِتاءis changed into a ِهاءwhen stopping.  If it has a tanween, an 
in the tanween is deleted, and the is changed into a , and the word is stopped 
with  

شَةِ  مأَۡت منَِأنَِ إ لَّه ِ    ح 
ِ ِ ب فَٰ

19النَّساءِِ  ممبِّ نَّةَ   
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APPLICATION OF THE LESSONS ON STOPPING ON THE 
ENDS OF WORDS WITH A STRONG ENDING 

 :with one of the three possibilies السَونِالمحض .1 
a.المدِالواجبِالمتصل and   لمدِالعارضِللسَونا as a shared medd when stopping on four counts (two 
reasons for the same lengthening); 

b.  5 counts as  المدِالواجبِالمتصلalone, if we are lengthening all of the  ِِالمد

 ,five counts  الواجبِالمتصل

c.  6 counts asِالمدِالعارضِللسَون   only, and this case can only be if we are 
lengthening all of المدِعارضِللسَون  six vowel counts.  . 

 .only, the medd will be only four or five counts المدِالواجبِالمتصلwith  الروٞ .2

 has the same rules and counts as   الروٞ

 with counts and mudood as in number one (4, 5, and 6, with the same    الإشماٞ .3
conditions laid out and explained in number one). 
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STOPPING ON WORDS WITH A WEAK ENDING  

There are general standards for words ending with any one of the three medd letters that are 
uniform: 
 
1.   If the medd letter is established in writing and a saakin letter does not follow it, the medd letter 
is then  affirmed and established in pronunciation when stopping just as it is when continuing 
following the writing of the Qur'an. 
 
2.   If a saakin follows a word ending in a medd letter, the medd letter then is dropped in 
pronunciation when continuing, because of the forbidding of two saakin letters from meeting 
between two words, but is established in pronunciation when stopping.  
 
3.   If the medd letter is not present in the written copy of the Qur'an, the medd letter is dropped in 
pronunciation when continuing and stopping. 
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THE SPECIAL INDICATIONS FOR SOME WORDS ENDING IN A WRITTEN  
LENGTHENED ALIF BY THE WAY OF HAFS 'AN 'AASIM 

A.  Case one 
 

The written alif is dropped in pronunciation when stopping and continuing.  This 

occurs in certain words and the indication of this is what is called  الصفرِالمستدمر 
which is the symbol , written over the alif.  
 
The words that end in a written by not pronounced alif in which this occurs are: 
 

The word ثمودا in the following four aayaat: 

ِّثمَۥودَِ ِِۗألَََِّبعۥْدًاِل  ْٞ ََفرَۥواِرَبههۥ ِثمَۥودَِ (68)ألَََِّإ نه  

بَِ وَثمَۥودَاِْوَعَادًاِ ِِّ وَأصَْحَٰ س  ا ٱلره ل كَِبمَْنَِِوَقرۥۥونًًَّۢ
ٰ
(38 -الفرقان )ََث مرًاِِذَ  
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                            B. Case two 
 
The written alif is dropped in pronunciation when continuing, but established in pronunciation 
when stopping: 
 
These are more notably called the "seven alifaat" or . السمعلألفاتِا   The indication for these alif is 
what looks very much like the number zero over the alif, 0, which is called . لصفرِالمستدمرا  

 These seven alifaat occur in seven different words in different places in the Qur'an.  These ا
words are: 
(.أنَّاِْ)  -1   Whenever it occurs in the Qur'an 

نَّهاِ﴾ِالَهفِ -2  َ 38﴿ِلَ  

10الَّحزابِالظ نَّوۥنَّاَ﴾ِ﴿ِ -3  

سۥولََِّ﴿ِ -4 66﴾ِالَّحزابِالره  

67﴾ِالَّحزابِالسهب ملََِ﴿ِ -5  

(:سلَسلَِْ)  -6  

مرًاِ﴾ِسورةِالَّنَّسانِ لًَِوَأغَْلََلًَِّوَسَع  منَِسَلََس  ََاف ر  لْ 4﴿ِإ نَّهاِأعَْتدَْنَّاَِل   

(:قوارمراِْ)  -7  

مرَِ﴾ِالَّنَّسانِ ََانَّتَِْقَوَار  وَابٍِ َْ 15﴿ِوَأَ  

The first one)  
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A special note:  There are three places in the Qur'an where the alif of  and  is 

not written, and therefore Hafs 'an 'Aasim stops on these words with a saakinah.  
These three aayat are: 

نَّدَكَِإ نَّهنَّاَِلمَۥهْتدَۥونَِ دَِع  رۥِادْعۥِلنََّاَِرَبهكَِب مَاِعَه  َِالسهاح   وَقاَلوۥاِماَِأمَُ 

معاًِ َِوَتوۥبوۥاِإ لىَِالله ِجَم  ِتفۥْل حۥونَِأمَُ  ْٞ ۥَ نَّوۥنَِلعَلَه 31: النَّور]" الْمۥؤْم   

 (ِ ْٞ ۥَ َِسَنَّفَْرۥغۥِلَ ِأمَُ  ،(الثهقلََن   

 Hafs stops on words ending with a medd letter according to the writing in 
the copy of the Qur'an.   Stopping on these words in the above three aayaat 
would only be done in a compelled stop,الوقف الاضطراري , or when requested 
by a teacher  الوقف الاختباريas a test. 


